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“If you build it, they will come” —-the movie, Field of Dreams 
 
 
WE ARE BRIDGE BUILDERS (reconcilers). 
 
WE CONNECT DISCONNECTED ENTITIES (people, organizations, groups). 
 
Such activities produce positivity and favor within a community—IMPACT is then 
realized because those we are seeking to reach, HAVE SEEN! 
 
A. SEEING IS BELIEVING! 
 
1 John 1:1-3 
“We proclaim to you the one who existed from the beginning, whom we have 
heard and SEEN. We SAW him with our own eyes and TOUCHED him with our own 
hands. He is the Word of life. This one who is life itself was REVEALED to us, and 
we have SEEN him. And now we testify and proclaim to you that he is the one 
who is eternal life. He was with the Father, and then he was REVEALED to us. We 
proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually SEEN and HEARD so that you 
may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son, Jesus Christ.” 
1 John 1:1-3 NLT 
 
 
“A SPIRITUAL BRIDGE ALWAYS INVOLVES A PHYSICAL REALITY. PEOPLE NEED TO 
SEE TO BELIEVE.” 
 
Love is highly sensory, involving touch, taste, smell, hearing, and sight.  
 



“ Unfortunately for the community, the church has become practically invisible in  
 
this regard.” 
 
A. Inwardly-focused -vs- Outwardly-focused 
 
This phenomenon is described by the late Dr. George McCaleb (Greenforest) as 
HUDDLING. In athletic terms, the game is never won in the huddle for plays have 
to be executed—something is SEEN and HEARD if we are to be successful at 
Ministry. Huddling churches/ministries could be described by the world as “that 
which we have NOT seen with our eyes, which we have NOT looked at, and our 
hands have NOT touched.” 
 
 
TO BUILD BRIDGES WITH THE COMMUNITY WE CLAIM TO BE A PART OF THE 
FOLLOWING IS REQUIRED: 
 

1. CONFESSION 

 
A. Acknowledgement that we have missed the mark 
 
B. Painfully and with great sorrow, acknowledge that our efforts to build  
bridges were flimsy at best 
 
C. “The true measures of a church are not how many, but how loving,” not  
“how relevant, but how real.” 
 
Confession means reading again for the first time the words of Jesus Christ  
 
about His concept of the church—salt and light—and being grief-stricken over  
 
how far our churches fall short.” 
 
Hear my heart right here, for before sharing with you this evening, my heart was 
CUT to the core—with eyes open, I feel/believe we have come up far short of 
what God intends for us to BE and DO!!!  



 
WE MUST REDISCOVER THE BOOK—THE BIBLE! 
 
Nehemiah 8:1, 5-8 
 
“all the people assembled with a unified purpose at the square just inside the 
Water Gate. They asked Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of 
Moses, which the Lord had given for Israel to obey. Ezra stood on the platform in 
full view of all the people. When they saw him open the book, they all rose to 
their feet. Then Ezra praised the Lord, the great God, and all the people chanted, 
“Amen! Amen!” as they lifted their hands. Then they bowed down and worshiped 
the Lord with their faces to the ground. The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, 
Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, and 
Pelaiah—then instructed the people in the Law while everyone remained in their 
places. They read from the Book of the Law of God and clearly explained the 
meaning of what was being read, helping the people understand each passage.” 
Nehemiah 8:1, 5-8 NLT 
 
Points to Ponder 
 
1. The people requested that Ezra bring out the Book of the Law. 
 
2. Upon opening the Book of the Law, all the people stood. 
 
3. When Ezra praised the Lord, the people chanted AMEN! Amen! 
 
4. The people bowed down and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the  
ground. 
 
5. The Levites instructed the people, after it had been read by Ezra, in the Law 
—they explained the Word that had been heard. 
 
Conclusions: 
 
1. Careful reading and explanation of the Word enabled the Israelites to see  
that the problems present rested with them.  
 



Nehemiah 8:9 
 
“Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
were interpreting for the people said to them, “Don’t mourn or weep on such a 
day as this! For today is a sacred day before the Lord your God.” For the people 
had all been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.” 
Nehemiah 8:9 NLT 
 
This is a picture of CONVICTION!!!  
 
Response to CONVICTION: 
 
Nehemiah 9:1-3 
“On October 31 the people assembled again, and this time they fasted and 
dressed in burlap and sprinkled dust on their heads. Those of Israelite descent 
separated themselves from all foreigners as they confessed their own sins and the 
sins of their ancestors. They remained standing in place for three hours while the 
Book of the Law of the Lord their God was read aloud to them. Then for three 
more hours they confessed their sins and worshiped the Lord their God.” 
Nehemiah 9:1-3 NLT 
 
2 Chronicles 7:14 
“Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sins and restore their land.” 
2 Chronicles 7:14 NLT 
 
 
 
VISION: Seeing What God Wants Us To Be 
 
Proverbs 29:18 
“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who 
keeps the law.” 
Proverbs 29:18 NKJV 
 

1. Passionately Committed to Jesus Christ 



 
 

1. High Moral Standards 

 
 

1. Radical Love and Selfless Good Deeds 

 
 
These three represent the presence of a church of IRRESISTIBLE INFLUENCE!!! 
 
A. This is clearly not a social club, or one in pursuit of success, but one  
seeking to be found faithful. 
 
 
SO, WHAT’S NEXT??? 
 
More SUCCESS or the more challenging goal of establishing a BIBLICAL VISION OF 
INFLUENCE? 
 
Such a model’s primary goal is not growth. In establishing INFLUENCE, GROWTH 
will be a natural by-product of this pursuit. 
 
New vision will shift the focus in almost every area—staffing, missions, 
evangelism, strategic planning, etc. This is a COURAGEOUS SHIFT which many are 
not willing to make. That is why we must be very prayerful.  
 
 
Philippians 2:1-5 
“Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from his 
love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and 
compassionate? Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each 
other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose. 
Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as 



better than yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an 
interest in others, too. You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.” 
Philippians 2:1-5 NLT 
 
PRAYERFUL COMMITMENT: 
 
God, give my church and me a heart for our community. Let me see the people 
through your eyes. And give me the wisdom and the courage to let go of this 
church, so that others, who best reflect this community can lead us and teach us. 
 
 
STRUCTURE 
 
A. Unleashing people with Purpose 
 
Vision, though necessary, is never enough. It is execution of the vision that 
counts. Execution depends of course on STRUCTURE. 
 
With its STRUCTURE, every church succeeds or fails. There is no shortage of 
brilliant people or brilliant ideas among the people of God. The question is this: 
does a structure exists that enables the God-given plans to be carried out? 
 
“Where there is no plan, there is a plan to fail”—Mary Williams 
 
 
Hands-on EXPOSURES 
 
 
EXPOSURE means providing church members with specific opportunities to 
connect with the world, in a way that will build both confidence and compassion. 
 
A. Carefully selected church projects that allow uninitiated church members  
the opportunity to cross over and successfully interact with the  
community. 
 
 
 



Proverbs 11:11 
“Upright citizens are good for a city and make it prosper, but the talk of the 
wicked tears it apart.” 
Proverbs 11:11 NLT 
 
TRAGEDY—A portion of the church sees the world as despicable, unredeemable, 
and hopeless. To OVERCOME this inbred disgust of the world, the church must 
creatively, strategically, and carefully reintroduce our people to it. 
 
THE CHURCH MUST BE PRESENT—FRONT AND CENTER—TO BUILD BRIDGES TO 
THE COMMUNITY! 
 
1 Peter 4:8-11 
“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers 
a multitude of sins. Cheerfully share your home with those who need a meal or a 
place to stay. God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual 
gifts. Use them well to serve one another. Do you have the gift of speaking? Then 
speak as though God himself were speaking through you. Do you have the gift of 
helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then 
everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. All glory and power 
to him forever and ever! Amen.” 
1 Peter 4:8-11 NLT 
 
“BEFORE WE CAN CORRECT, WE NEED TO CONNECT”—Dr. Kevin Cosby 
 
The Christian life is intended to crescendo around each person finding his or her 
place in kingdom work!!! 
 
John 17:13-21 
““Now I am coming to you. I told them many things while I was with them in this 
world so they would be filled with my joy. I have given them your word. And the 
world hates them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong 
to the world. I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep them 
safe from the evil one. They do not belong to this world any more than I do. Make 
them holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth. Just as you sent 
me into the world, I am sending them into the world. And I give myself as a holy 
sacrifice for them so they can be made holy by your truth. “I am praying not only 



for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their 
message. I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in 
me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe 
you sent me.” 
John 17:13-21 NLT 
 
 
What opportunities exist presently that allow you to use your gifts??? 
 
What opportunities need to be created or provided that will allow you to use your 
giftedness??? 
 
What structures enable or hinder such efforts being carried out??? 
 
What are you willing to do to aid in building a BRIDGE to the community around 
CBC and the city??? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


